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LAMENT

We provided opportunities for the Diocese to lift their voices in prayer this year. Beginning on the steps of the state capital, in connection with Moms Demand Action’s Advocacy Day, Episcopalians and other Christians from across the state joined together in a moment of prayer, asking for God’s blessing upon the work we did that day to seek common sense gun laws. We also provided liturgical resources for Wear Orange Sunday on June 1st, 2025. It was heartening to see parishes across the diocese recognize and remember the victims of gun violence. Our program year culminated in an Interfaith Prayer Vigil: A service of Lament, Hope, and Resolve on September 21st, 2025. Joining with those across different faith traditions, we prayed together for an end to gun violence. We were joined by Emily Sides, a public advocate and a parent of a school shooting survivor, who gave us her powerful testimony and left the entire group with fresh conviction. 

EDUCATE

As of June, 2025, we have presented the Be SMART program on keeping kids safe from guns at 14 parishes in the greater St. Louis area. Any additional parishes that would like a presentation should contact Janet Hyde, jshyde@wisc.edu. We are supporting gun lock giveaways at 5 parishes, and this effort has been most successful at open community dinners sponsored by the church. Janet Hyde’s book, The Psychology of Gun Violence: How Smart Choices Can Save Lives, was published in June, and she is available for educational programs about it at any parishes that request it.

ADVOCATE

During the 2025 Missouri Legislative Session we issued seven action alerts related to bills addressing Gun Violence Prevention.  We also organized a group of Episcopalians to attend the Moms Demand Action Advocacy Day on April 1.  As it happens most years, all the legislation that saw the most movement would have further relaxed our state’s already weak gun laws rather than take any proactive steps to reduce gun violence.  Due to a number of factors, none of these bills passed, for which we can all be grateful.  

COMMITTEE

Our team includes representatives from nineteen of our parishes, and we have an average of 12 people at our monthly Zoom organizing calls.  In August, The Rev. Meghan Ryan announced her intention to balance her diocesan duties by stepping down as a co-missioner.  However, she remains an integral part of the team and committed to the liturgical response to gun violence in our state.  

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Hyde and Jeff Wunrow Co-Missioners
