Report from Standing Committee to 186th Diocesan Convention
Conforming to the Constitution of the Episcopal Church, Article III.8, the Standing Committee of the Diocese serves as “a council of advice to the Bishop, summoned by the Bishop whenever he or she shall desire.”  It comprises six Clergy and six Lay person, elected in staggered terms of four years.  At Convention every year, three new members are chosen to replace the three outgoing members.  Zoom meetings are held the 4th Thursday of every month, except July, unless there is an issue that must be addressed.  To make a quorum, seven members must be present at the meeting.
With rare exception, Bishop Deon meets with the Standing Committee to provide a review of his activities; property and parish issues; clergy transitions; confidential ecclesiastical matters; to discuss issues pertaining to the national church when relevant; strategies, goals, and mission.  When he is unavailable, such as occurred during the months of his sabbatical, Canon Doris is present.

The four main areas of responsibility of the Standing Committee are:
· Provide guidance to and support of the Bishop of the Diocese of Missouri
· Consent to the election and ordination of all Bishops, Bishop Coadjutors, Bishop Suffragans in all dioceses, and that based upon the documents and testimonials provided by the General Convention Office, the criteria of the process was duly administered and followed.
· Consent to the election and ordination of all Deacons and Priests within our own Diocese.
· Review and approve applications for White Fund loans and White Fund grants.

The Lay members for 2026 and year of service just completed, were:
· Pat O’Brien – Grace, Kirkwood (4th)
· Scott Ferguson (President) – Holy Communion, University City (4th)
· Tim Korte (Secretary) – Grace, Jefferson City (3rd) 
· Rudy Walz – Holy Communion, University City (3rd)
· Machelle West – All Saints and Ascension (2nd)
· Tammy O’Donnell – Trinity, Central West End (1st)

The Clergy members for 2026 and year of service just completed, were:
· Rev. Sally Weaver - St. John & St. James - Sullivan/Retired (4th)
· Deacon Chester Hines, Jr (Vice-President) – Holy Communion, University City (3rd)
· Rev. Earl Mahan – Holy Communion, University City (2nd)
· Rev. Ryan Missel – Christ Church, Cape Girardeau (2nd)
· Rev. Jeff Goldone – Priest-in-charge, St. Paul´s, Carondelet (1st)
· Rev. Justin Martin – Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis (1st)

(Note: The Rev. Ryan Missel resigned from the Standing Committee in June when he was called to another parish outside the diocese.  His position will be filled for 2026 )


Ex-officio Members:
· Rt. Rev. Deon Johnson – Bishop
· Rev. Canon Doris Westfall – Bishop´s Canon to the Ordinary
· Hal Burroughs – Chancellor, St. Peters Church, Ladue


The following is a list of the agenda items addressed by the 2025 Committee:

National Church:
Ordinations - 
· The Very Rev. Amy Dafler Meaux as Bishop of West Missouri
· The Rev. Angela Maria Cortiñas as Bishop Suffrgan of West Texas
· The Rev. P. Ángel Roberto Rivera Rodriquez as Bishop of Cuba
· The Very Rev. Robert Price as Bishop Coadjutor of Dallas, TX
Other - 
· Consent request for the merger of the Dioceses of Bethlehem and Central Pennsylvania to create the Diocese of Susquehanna.

Diocese of Missouri:
Ordinations – 
· Parker Williams – Priesthood
· Deb Goldfeder – Priesthood
Parishes/Property –
· The admission of St. Francis, Eureka as a parish to the Diocese of Missouri.  
· The designation of St. Paul`s, Sikeston, as “a parish under review”.  
· Approval of lease agreement for the parish house of Christ Church, Cape Girardeau
White Fund loans – (2) totaling $159,644.00:
· Emmanuel Church, Webster Groves for new signage
· St. Martin´s for an ordinance required basement sprinkler 
White Fund grants – (6) totaling $80,360.65
· Christ Church, Cape Girardeau, (2) grants; the first for roof repair, the second for emergency HVAC repair
· Holy Communion, University City, for emergency HVAC repair
· St. Mark´s, Portland for foundation repairs
· St. Stephen´s, Florissant, for emergency HVAC repair 
· St. Francis, Eureka, for necessary repairs to the childcare space.




The Committee is grateful to Ryan Missel or his service to the committee and wish him all the best on his new journey.  We thank Chester Hines who served as vice-president and Tim Korte for his contribution as secretary, and all the members who gave their time and talent in service.  As always, the Committee is extremely grateful to the Bishop, and the excellent support work of the Diocesan staff.  
Finally, the Committee bids farewell to Sally Weaver, Pat O’Brien, and Scott Ferguson, who have greatly enjoyed their terms and give thanks to the Diocese for the opportunity.

Respectfully Submitted,

Scott Ferguson
President, Standing Committee
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