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186TH CONVENTION OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF MISSOURI
2025 REPORT

Dear Delegates of the Convention and the people of the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri, grace and peace to you from God and from our Savior Jesus Christ.
It is with sincere gratitude and joy that we present this report. First and foremost, we thank Almighty God, whose steadfast love and faithfulness have sustained Grace African Christian Connections (GACC) from the very beginning to this moment. To God be all honor and glory.
This year marked a significant milestone as we conducted a thorough self-evaluation after three years of ministry. From this process, we developed a strategic vision outlining both short-term and long-term goals. We also transitioned from a clergy-led to a lay-led leadership model, with clergy providing guidance and support. This new model was successfully tested when the Priest-In-Charge took a three-month paternity leave during the summer. We relaunched our weekly Bible Study, Men’s Ministry, Women’s Ministry, and monthly Prayer Meetings, all of which foster deeper discipleship and community engagement.
We have faithfully gathered every Sunday for worship, fellowship, and breaking of bread. By God’s grace, this summer we began livestreaming our worship services on our social media platforms, enabling members to stay connected when they can't attend services in person. This new effort complements the launch of several online evangelism initiatives, including Weekly Reflections, Prayers, Words of Encouragement, and Connect, which have greatly expanded our digital outreach and strengthened our online ministry.
Through intentional outreach to the African community within the diocese, GACC was honored to receive the African Diaspora Impact Award from the African Professional Network. Our church has also been featured on multiple platforms, including The Episcopal News Service, The Episcopal Evangelism Society, and the Church Planting and Redevelopment Office of the Presiding Bishop’s Office.
By God’s grace, more organizations, churches, and dioceses expressed interest in learning about the GACC ministry this year. Our founding Priest-In-Charge, The Rev. Mtipe Dickson Koggani, was invited to speak about GACC’s ministries and teach about church planting at various events, including the 2025 Episcopal Parish Network Annual Conference, Webster University’s inaugural Kustawi Summit, and the Diocese of Minnesota’s Church Planters Gathering. Additionally, our Praise Band was invited to minister at several churches and events, such as Eden Theological Seminary and The Connection United Methodist Church.
Even amid challenges, God’s grace remains clear. The beginning of 2025 brought nationwide changes in immigration policies that deeply affected us. Some of our members lost their immigration status, and others stopped attending in-person worship out of fear, anxiety, and uncertainty. Despite these hardships, the GACC community has continued to demonstrate faith, hope, and love, supporting one another and remaining committed to worship and fellowship.
Transportation remains a significant challenge. Although we have implemented temporary solutions, we are still working on developing a sustainable, long-term plan. As a new church that does not own a building, frequent relocations have caused difficulties. Since GACC was launched, we have moved three times and are preparing for a fourth move due to renovations at our current host church. Each move intentionally impacts our sense of stability and growth. Furthermore, financial challenges have hindered our ability to fully realize our vision and mission. Still, through it all, God’s provision has never failed.
We are sincerely grateful to Bishop Deon K. Johnson for his unwavering support. We also appreciate our dedicated members, Diocesan staff, host churches, and the broader diocesan community, whose encouragement and support keep us moving forward.
If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, let Israel now say (Psalm 124:1).
Faithfully,

The Reverend Mtipe Dickson Koggani
Founding Priest-In-Charge.
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