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The Indigenous Ministry in the Diocese of Missouri is looking forward to the start of Native American Heritage Month on November 1. 

As we have done for the last several years, we will offer a weekly liturgy of Holy Eucharist on Saturdays throughout the month at 5:05 pm at St. Martin's Episcopal Church in Ellisville. This year we began on the Feast of All Saints, November 1.

Every prayer, including the Eucharistic prayer, has been written either by Indigenous persons or my those who minister among our Native kindred here in the United States or Canada. Our Eucharistic prayer is especially beautiful, and was written by the Rev. Canon Debbie Royals, Pasca Yaqui, or the Diocese of Arizona, who holds the copyright but has granted us her gracious permission for its use. 

The readings for those Saturdays will include the gospel from that weekend's lectionary in two interpretations, the New Revised Standard Version and the First Nations Version that was first published in 2021. 

We invite all members of the diocese and all interested to come and worship using these beautiful prayers and images.

We also hold special prayer services in person and online throughout the year, including on the National Day of Remembrance for US Boarding Schools in September. In June, 2024, it was my honor as missioner for the diocese to speak briefly on the floor of the House of Deputies in favor of the inclusion of a special prayer written by members of Woniya Wankan (Holy Spirit) Episcopal Church in Wagner, South Dakota before the 8ist General Convention that met in Louisvile, KY. This prayer was approved to be inclided in Lesser Feasts and Fasts. The link to the resolution is here. The Prayer's text is this:

A PRAYER TO REMEMBER THE INNOCENTS

Ohiŋni wičhauŋkiksuyapi kte.  "We will always remember them."

Dear Lord, Almighty God, we pray for all Indigenous children who were in residential and boarding schools in Canada and the United States.  Some died there; we ask that you give assurance to   their descendants that their souls are with you and their ancestors. Some survived there; we ask that you give your healing grace to all who endured hardship while there and are still struggling with those memories. Lastly, we ask you to help us guard our children against harm in this world. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen.

I encourage you to incorporate this prayer into you prayer life, especially on September 30 of each year, and to hold in your hearts the survivors and those who lost their lives at the Boarding schools that were operated here by the US government in the United States from 1819 through 1969.

As always we invite everyone to join our Facebook page to share information and news regarding news that affects our Indigenous kindred throughout the year.


Respectfully Submitted,
The Rev. Leslie Barnes Scoopmire,
Missioner for Indigenous Ministry



