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AN ORDER FOR
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IN THE ABSENCE OF A PRIEST
THE SEASON OF LENT
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WELCOME! BEINVENIDO! KARIBU!

Scattered in the world we gather together as God's people in worship. We bring
the fragments of our lives to be healed and made whole in Christ as we gather
in community.

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our
theology and define our identity. It is through encountering God within worship
that we are formed and transformed as God'’s people. One of the glories of the
Episcopal/Anglican Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns,
forms, words and actions through which public worship is conducted.

As we gather, we bring our diverse gifts: gifts of music, dance, prophecy,
teaching, preaching, and friendship. We present these gifts in the form of our
most precious offering to God, our very selves, that all that we do may be for
God's glory in the unity of Christ’s church.
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ABOUT MORNING WORSHIP

In many times and places, daybreak has been a time of prayer. Jews prayed in
their synagogues at sunrise as well as at other times each day. This Jewish
pattern of prayer formed the basis of the Christian monastic Daily Office, with its
prayers or “hours” at seven times in each day. Thomas Cranmer’s revision of the
Daily Office for the first English Prayer Book (1549) reduced the number of
services to two-one for morning and one for evening. In the Second English
Prayer Book (1552), the morning service was given its present name, Morning
Prayer.

Many elements of Morning Prayer come from the seven monastic hours. Psalms
were recited at every one of the offices, with the whole Psalter recited once a
week. In the 1549 BCP, psalms were read at both Morning and Evening Prayer,
with the whole Psalter read “in course” once each month. In subsequent Prayer
Book revisions, psalms have come to be used more selectively, although a
monthly cycle of psalms read “in course” is still provided as an option. In the
1549 Prayer Book, the very short monastic “chapters” were lengthened to full
chapters of both the OT and NT at both Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer. In
the 1979 BCP, only one lesson must be read, and the appointed lessons are not
so long.

Morning Prayer once was the chief Sunday service in most Anglican/Episcopal
churches on three out of four Sundays, the First Sunday usually being a
celebration of Holy Communion. This practice has not continued because the
eucharist has been recognized as the “principal act of Christian worship on the
Lord’s Day” in most parishes (see BCP, p. 13). However, Morning Prayer is
clearly designated as a daily service for the worship of the church. This usage
reflects the ancient tradition of the Daily Office.
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GATHERING OF GOD'S PEOPLE

Our worship today was modeled after a 4th Century service called Lauds, which means
to praise, honor or glorify. This service is characterized by a series of prayers, readings
and hymns that allow us to mark and offer our time of worship to God as both an act of
stewardship and an act of praise.

GATHERING SONG
We begin by praising God through song and prayer.

GREETING

The Presider greets the community gathered.

Presider The Lord is full of compassion and mercy,

People Slow to anger and of great kindness. -Psalm 103.8
Presider O Lord, open now our lips.

People And our mouths shall proclaim your praise.

The Presider may add.

Presider To you, O Lord, | lift up my soul;

People O my God, in you | trust.

Presider You are the God of my salvation;

People To you, O Lord, | lift up my soul.

Presider In you | hope all the day long.

People O my God, in you | trust.

Presider Remember, Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from
everlasting.

People To you, O Lord, | lift up my soul; O my God, in you | trust.

Presider Friends in Christ, let us praise and worship God who has called us

together. Let us celebrate God's majesty, and delight in the wonder of
God's love. Together we shall confess our sins and receive assurance that
we are forgiven. As the scriptures are read, we can allow the experiences
of God from our Ancestors to speak to us, and ponder its meaning in our
lives. In our prayers, we give thanks for God's goodness, we pray for
others as well as for ourselves and we offer our lives anew in Christ's
service. All this we do because we believe in the presence among us of
our Savior Jesus Christ, and in the mighty power of the Holy Spirit.
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THE CONFESSION
As we enter in to worship we ask God's forgiveness for things done and things left undone and
things done on our behalf so that we may be reconciled to each other and to God.

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence is kept for a time.

Deacon Most holy and merciful God: We confess to you and to one another, and
to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have
sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed; by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone.

People We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have
not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.

Presider Our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives,

People We confess to you, O God.

Presider Our self-indulgence, and our exploitation of other people, our anger at
our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves,

People We confess to you, O God.

Presider For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors,
and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,

People Accept our repentance, O God.

Presider For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for
those who come after us,

People Accept our repentance, O God.

Presider Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;

People Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great.

DECLARATION OF PARDON & FORGIVENESS

The Presider prays the declaration of forgiveness, and the people respond Amen.

Presider May the Eternal God forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and
strengthen us by the Holy Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ Jesus
our Lord. Amen.
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BLESSING OF LIGHT

We give thanks to God for the gift of light that surrounds and infuses us.
One or more passages of scripture may be read.

Presider

Or

Presider

Or

Presider

The Holy One is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and of
great kindness. -Psalm 103.8

Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all
these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.
—Luke 21.36

For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: In returning and rest
you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.
-Isaiah 30.15

Silence is kept for a time.

Presider
People

Presider

People

Blessed are you, Lord God, creator of day and night:
to you be praise and glory for ever.

By the light of Christ, your living Word, dispel the gloom of our hearts
that we may walk as children of light and sing your praise throughout the
world.

Blessed be God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A hymn, song of praise, or instrumental music on the theme of light may be offered.
During the musical offering candles on the altar may be lit.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
The Presider greets the community with these words.

Presider

People

May the Word of God always be heard in this place. May the experience
of our spiritual ancestors be valued in this place. May the Good News of
love be proclaimed in this place.

May the mystery of Christ unfold before us and lead us to salvation.
Let us hear once more the stories of our redemption.

The community is seated.
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THE FIRST READING
A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURES.

At the end of the reading the Reader says.
Reader Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to God's people.
People Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM OF THE DAY

The psalms are a part of the poetry of the Hebrew people. They express joy and sadness,
loneliness and thanksgiving as part of the human longing to be united with God.

The Psalm is prayed or sung by all standing.

THE SECOND READING
A READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT WRITINGS.

At the end of the reading the Reader says.
Reader Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to the church.
People Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE, HYMN OR SONG

A canticle, hymn, or song may be sung that reflects the theme of the readings.

In the absence of a musical selection one or more of the following canticles may be prayed by
the community.

CANTICLE: THE SONG OF MARY
Leader My heart praises you, O God,

People My spirit rejoices in you, my savior.

Leader You have remembered me in my lowliness,
People And now | will be called blessed.

Leader You have done great things for me,

People And shown mercy to all those who trust you.
Leader You have stretched out your arm,

People And scattered the proud with all their plans.

Leader You have brought down the mighty from their thrones,
People And lifted up the lowly.
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Leader You have filled the hungry with good things,
People And sent the rich away with empty hands.

Leader You have kept your promise to our mothers and fathers,
People And come to the help of your people, to Abraham and Sarah, and to all
generations for ever. Amen.

Or

CANTICLE: A SONG OF CHRIST THE SERVANT 1 Peter 2.21b-25

Leader Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in
his steps.

People He committed no sin, no guile was found on his lips, when he was
reviled, he did not revile in turn.

Leader When he suffered, he did not threaten, but he trusted himself to God
who judges justly.

People Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might
die to sin and live to righteousness.

Leader By his wounds, you have been healed, for you were straying like sheep,

People but have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Or

CANTICLE: A SONG OF GOD'S LOVE 1 JOHN 4:7-11

Leader Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God.
People Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is Love.
Leader In this the love of God was revealed among us,

People -]

Leader
People

Leader
People
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